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the boiling pot. Observe that whenever the maker is beginning to
pour, the assistant stands ready with a thick piece of old carpet with-
out holes and sufficiently large to cover the inouth of the boiling pot,
should it catch fire during the pouring, which will sometimes happen
if the gum-pot is very hot. Should the gum-pot fire it has only to be
kept bottom upwards and it will go out of itself; but if the boiling
pot should catch fire during the pouring, let the assistant throw
the piece of carpet quickly over the blazing pot, holding it down all
round the edges; in a few minutes it will be smothered. The moment
"the maker has emptied the gum-pot throw into it half a gallon of tur-
pentine and with the swish immediately wash it from top to bottom,
and instantly empty it into the flat tin jack. Wipe the pot dry and put
in 8 Ib. more gum and set it upon the furnace; proceed with this run
exactly as with the last; there will then be 8 gallons of oil and 2i Ib.
of gum in the boiling pot under which keep up a brisk strong fire
until a scum or froth rises and covers all the surface of its contents,
when it will begin to rise rapidly. Observe, when it rises near the
rivets of the handles carry it from the fire and set it on the ash-bed,
stir it down again, and scatter in the driers by a little at a time;
keep stirring, and if the frothy head goes down, put it upon the fur-
nace and introduce gradually the remainder of the driers, always
carrying out the pot when the froth rises near the rivets. In general
if the fire be good all the time a pot requires to boil from the time of
the last gum being poured in is about three and a half hours, but
time is no criterion for a beginner to judge by, as it may vary accord-
ing to the weather, the quality of the oil, the quality of the gum, the
driers or the heat of the fire, etc.; therefore, about the third of the
boiling try it on a bit of glass, and keep boiling until it feels strong
and stringy between the fingers ; it is then boiled sufficiently. Garry
it on the ash-bed- and stir it down until it is cold enough to mix,
which will depend much on the weather, varying from half an hour
in dry frosty weather to one hour in warm summer weather. Pre-
vious to beginning to mix have a sufficient quantity of turpentine
ready, fill the pot and pour in, stirring all the time at the top or sur-
face as before directed, until there are 15 gallons or five tins of oil of
turpentine introduced, which will leave it quite thick enough if the
gum is good and has been well run, but if the gurn was of a weak
quality and has not been well fused, there ought to be no more than
12 gallons of turpentine mixed, and even that may be too much.
Therefore, when 12 gallons of turpentine have been introduced, have
a flat saucer at hand and pour into it a portion of the varnish, 'and
in two or three minutes it will show whether it is too thick ; if not
sufficiently thin add a little more turpentine, and strain it off quickly.
As soon as the whole is stored away, pour in the turpentine washings,
with which the gum-pots have been washed, into the boiling pot,
and with the swish quickly wash down all the varnish from the pot sides;
afterwards with a large piece of woollen rag dipped in pumice powder,
wash and polish every part of the inside of the boiling pot, perform-